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Lawrence moves forward Incoming Director of Athletics Christyn
Abaray acclimates to campus
with inclusivity initiatives
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Lawrence University recently
established initiatives concerning inclusivity in response to the
list of demands presented to the
administration by a group of students of color last term. The general consensus among students,
staff and faculty involved in this
process is that these changes will
take time.
Associate Professor of English
and Diversity Enhancement
Faculty Director Karen Hoffman,
who also serves as Chair of
the President’s Committee on
Diversity Affairs (PCDA) and is
a faculty member on the ethnic
studies steering board, said “One
of the big challenges that the
administration and whole university face is that many of these
changes take time to come to full
fruition.”
These changes include offering cultural sensitivity training
for faculty and staff, the decision
to hire a new associate dean of
the faculty and vice president for
diversity and inclusion, working
toward bias incident reporting
capability, planning for workshops on cultural competence,
and the endorsement of a new
tenure-track line in ethnic studies.
“The PCDA agrees very much
with the need to diversify the faculty and staff. We have been working over the past two academic
years on implementing new hiring
processes that address diversity
at each step of a search, including engaging in active recruiting
to diversify our applicant pools.
The new hiring processes include
inviting all faculty candidates to
address ways that they would
support a diverse student body
and contribute to diversity efforts
at Lawrence,” continued Hoffman.
A large number of these
changes are focused on the classroom experience.
“Initiatives are broken down
into various components. There’s
one that’s focused on curriculum—what we are learning in the
classroom, how we are learning,
how we are respecting diverse
experiences and opinions,” began
Associate Dean of Students for
Campus Programs Paris Wicker
‘08.
“I should say that a lot of
these initiatives will take time.
Change—it takes a while. It is
going to take, in some ways, several generations of Lawrentians,
and that’s hard to see—especially
for our seniors who have been
working so hard—that really a
lot of fruits of their labor won’t
be seen by them, but instead by
the class of 2020, 2024, 2030.
Really, the goal is to make life-long

change and it’s hard to see what
that’s going to look like right now,”
said Wicker.
Senior
and
Lawrence
University Community Council
Committee on Diversity Affairs
(CODA) Chair Jaime Gonzalez
reminds students that these initiatives “centralize the need for
diversity, making it a legitimate
thing on campus and something
serious everyone should be working toward.”
Consequently, a big concern
for those steering this movement
is campus involvement.
“[It is important to] educate
yourself. In CODA, we need to
keep reading, we need to keep
being informed about what is
going on, because you never know
everything,” continued Gonzalez.
In the same vein, Wicker
believes that this responsibility of
education falls on all of us.
“For anyone—faculty, student, staff—there is some individual personal work that everyone
has to do and part of that is personal investment in education,”
said Wicker. “There are some
people who, because of their life
experiences, don’t have any idea
of what it means to be oppressed
or marginalized, and that’s not
necessarily their fault. But what
they can do is research. Google is
your friend!”
Besides education, participation is vital to being an active
member in the community.
“It takes time and patient
people and compassionate people
and people willing to say something. I do think the administration is working really hard to figure out the right things to do. This
is a national trend, Lawrence is
not the only school going through
this,” said Wicker. She continued,
“In other places, people are calling
people out, they are pushing to get
people resigned, it is about pushing people out. And at Lawrence,
we are not doing that—we are
calling people into the conversation. We are all a part of this. We
are all a part of the problem and
we can all be part of the solution.”
“In terms of promoting inclusivity, just attending different
events put on by different student
groups on campus is important,”
added Gonzalez. “A lot of times
there are these questions like
‘Why is this an issue? What is the
purpose of x-y-z?’”
“It takes a personal investment first, for each one of us,
to know in what ways are we
privileged, in what ways do we
contribute to the problem and in
what ways are we oppressed and
marginalized, because we all have
privilege and we all have oppres-
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Zach Ben-Amots
Editor-in-Chief

____________________________________________________

With the Board of Trustees in town, incoming Director of Athletics Christyn Abaray made
her first visit to campus since being hired. Prior
to accepting this position, Abaray worked as
director of athletics and Title IX coordinator at
Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. The
outgoing director, Mike Szkodzinski, will remain
on staff as full-time head coach of the hockey
team. During her visit, Abaray was interviewed
by The Lawrentian’s Sports Editor Brenna Ori
and Associate Vice President of Communications
Craig Gagnon.
Brenna Ori: What attracted you to the position of director of athletics here at Lawrence?
Christyn Abaray: You guys. Lawrentians seem to
be the type of students that I gravitate towards.
You all want to learn for the sake of learning […]
and you want to do it through the liberal arts
lens. And that’s the lens that employers want,
that medical schools want, that graduate schools
want, because you know how to think and you
know how to write and you know how to do a lot
of the intangibles. So Lawrence attracts people
like you and that’s what attracted me.
BO: What about athletics, specifically, drew

See page 4
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2016 Casino Night: A Royal Flush

Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On the evening of Saturday,
Jan. 23, Lawrence University
Campus Life hosted the first ever
Casino Night. Many students
attended the four-hour long event
in the Esch Hurvis rooms of the
Warch Campus Center, playing
traditional casino games such as
blackjack to Texas Hold’em.
Colman/Brokaw
Hall
Director and Campus Life Events

Coordinator Lindsay Borkin took
the lead in organizing the event.
She described it as “a casino night
with fun games, a sort of Vegasstyle casino party.” Students could
visit a number of tables and try
their hand at gambling with pretend money, known as “Funny
Money,” or hang back and munch
on Bon Appétit-catered snacks.
Students’ Funny Money winnings were not just for fun, though:
they offered a chance to win big.
Throughout the night, organizers

raffled off a variety of items that
might appeal to a Lawrence audience. The four grand prizes consisted of an Apple watch, an iPad
mini, Bose headphones, and a Wii
U console.
In addition, students could
enter to win smaller prizes, such as tickets to the Fox
Cities Performing Arts Center’s
“Cinderella,” books by author
Gillian Flynn, a ‘90s-themed gift

See page 2

Trever Hall Director and Campus Life Student Organizations Coordinator Nicholas Paulson ’14 deals cards at the first Casino Night.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

Applications are now open for The Lawrentian’s 2016-17 Editorial Board.
To apply for a paid job in journalism or management, visit www.lawrentian.com/apply.
The final deadline for applications is Thursday, Feb. 4 at 11:59 p.m.
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Bart Boge’s “Regarding Tiberius”
shared at Mudd Library signing

Bartholemew Boge ‘95 holding a copy of his recent novel “Regarding Tiberius” at Thursday’s book signing.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

Eleanor Legault
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

On Thursday, Jan. 21,
author, alumnus and Lawrence
University Campus Safety Officer
Bartholomew Boge ‘95 discussed
his novel “Regarding Tiberius,”
a work of historical fiction that
takes place in ancient Rome and
explores the question of redemption.
Boge’s editor Rae Haeberle
opened the talk by describing
his book as “annoyingly thoughtprovoking” and characterizing
his writing style as that of “a
friendly neighborhood drug dealer.” According to Haeberle, Boge
dishes out just enough to keep the
readers hooked.

Boge never intended for the
project to become a novel, but
actually began writing it as a narrative for a progressive rock album
his band was recording. After
many tweaks, the song became
a stage play, then a screenplay,
a novella and finally, a 600-page
behemoth. “I was completely out
of control—it was like paleontology, I was unearthing the story,”
Boge said in his talk.
Haeberle was stunned at
how perfectly his descriptions of
Pompeii matched her personal
experience. When asked if he had
visited, Boge responded that he
had never been there.
This posed a challenge to
Boge, who conducted an extensive
amount of research in the hopes
of creating an accurate historical

fiction narrative. Boge highlighted
this challenge, describing his writing process as “writing one page,
then spending 45 minutes doing
research to see if it was remotely plausible, and then throwing
it away.” Despite this exhaustive
process, he enjoyed the historical
insights that often spurred new
ideas.
In response to a question
about what kind of Lawrence
student would enjoy this book,
Boge said there is a little something for everyone. History is the
most obvious discipline, while
religious studies students would
appreciate the intersection of the
pagan Greek gods, Judaism and
Christianity. The main character
also sees visions of the dead, and
psychology majors might enjoy
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BRAZIL: The Center for Disease Control is warning pregnant women not to travel
to Brazil for the upcoming Olympics due to the spread of the Zima virus borne by
mosquitos. The virus is linked to an epidemic of thousands of babies being born with
undersized heads and brains.

SAUDI ARABIA: According to The Guardian, the United Nations has prepared a report
describing human rights violations committed recently by Saudi Arabia. The report
claims that the Saudi government has committed "widespread and systematic" strikes
on civilians in Yemen.

CHINA: Neuroscientist Zilong Qiu of the Shanghai Institutes for Biological Sciences
claims that his team has generated the 'genetic error' responsible for autism in more
than 12 monkeys who display symptoms such as reduced sociability and increased
stress responses. His team now hopes to discover a way to reverse the condition.
EUROPE: Dutch commissioner Frans Timmermans claims that 60 percent of Middle
Eastern arrivals to Europe are not refugees but economic migrants. Timmerman says
that the high number of migrants leaving for economic, rather than safety, reasons
could influence the tenor of the current immigration debate taking place throughout
Europe.
JAPAN: Heavy snowfall in western Japan has caused heavy casualties over the last few
days. Fifty to 60 centimeters of snowfall melting on mountainsides has caused landslides that are currently believed to have killed eight and injured 610 civilians.

Casino Night
continued from page 1
basket or a stress-relief bundle
featuring kinetic sand. Students
rushed to invest their winnings
in lottery tickets, many hoping to
win big.
Junior Hugo Espinosa invested most of his winnings in tickets
for the Bose headphones and was
excited at the prospect. “There’s a
chance to actually win something
I want,” he said. “I could really use
some headphones right now, so
the raffle makes things a lot more
real and competitive.”
Although this was the first
official Casino Night, Campus Life
has held a similar Vegas-style
event on Mardi Gras in past years.
“We eventually realized that attendance wasn’t as high as it should
be—it’s a weeknight, during a
high-stress time at Lawrence,”
Borkin acknowledged.
Campus Life teamed up with
other Lawrence staff and faculty,
including Director of International
Student Services Leah McSorley,
Dean of Students Curt Lauderdale
‘01, and Director of the Volunteer
and Community Service Programs
Kristi Hill. They reformed the idea
and eventually decided to hold a
weekend activity a bit earlier in

the term to allow more students
to attend.
Students packed the Esch
Hurvis room, excitedly trying out
the many different games while
professional casino dealers taught
them how to play. “The attendance
was much higher than we expected, which was a great thing,”
expressed Borkin. “Obviously, on
the weekends, we compete with
parties and there’s so many other
things going on on campus, but I
was really pleased to see a lot of
students, a really diverse group of
students, show up and have some
fun,” she said.
Attendees seemed happy with
the experience as well, frequently
exclaiming in surprise or exaggerated anguish as their fortunes
changed. “It’s fun,” exclaimed
junior Monica Paniagua, “because
you really feel like you can win
something!”
Several students who had
attended the previous Mardi
Gras events expressed some confusion over the date change. A
fair amount were disappointed at
the conspicuous lack of catered
cheese curds, but still enjoyed the
night. “There’s no cheese curds!
That’s what I was looking for,”
laughed senior Araceli Mena. “But
I still love this game.”

questioning whether she is seeing
the future or repressed traumatic
memories. He is also pleased to
give English majors another book
to “ingest, analyze and critique.”
What motivates Boge is the
thrill of creating something out of
absolutely nothing. He has found
people’s reactions to the book the
most fulfilling responses he could
imagine as an artist.
At the end of his talk, Boge
addressed students, stating “If
you’re an artist, you need no
encouragement—it’s
already
in you and you cannot be dissuaded from it.” As a Campus
Safety Officer, he would also like
to remind students to “not cook
ramen without water, please.”
The support of the Lawrence
staff has been immense—Staff

purchased 20 percent of the
books sold and one woman even
bought 12 as stocking stuffers
for Christmas. Sophomore Bill
Schumann-Kline said that he was
very happy Lawrence students
were able to come out and support him. Junior Brett Barnard,
who is currently writing something he hopes will eventually
be published, found his talk very
relatable.
Boge says that as long as his
muse, an over-the-road trucker
in Wausau County, is on speed
dial, he is open to writing another
book. At the present moment, he
has a firm idea for a sequel as well
as a tenuous thought for the third
book.

Initiatives

work to do, but I’m hopeful that
we can work with mutual respect
in a collaborative and inclusive
way to keep moving forward,” said
Hoffman.
As a result, all students
should feel as though they can
voice their concerns.
“It is important to know who
to talk to. Finding that key person
you can trust—[whether] that is
CODA or [University President]
Mark Burstein—just letting us
know what we can do is a great
first step,” concluded Gonzalez.

continued from page 1
sion,” concluded Wicker.
Despite these efforts, many
pointed out the need for present
changes on campus.
“As the list of demands from
the group of students of color conveyed, there is need for change
now so that underrepresented
groups feel safe and fully included
in Appleton and in the Lawrence
community. We still have a lot of

To apply to become an
editor or staff member,
visit
lawrentian.com/apply.
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Trials and ‘Trivia’-lations
Fiona Masterton
Columnist

____________________________________________

Dear Fiona,
The Great Midwest Trivia Contest is coming up, and everyone
here at Lawrence takes it so seriously. I mean, don’t get me wrong:
I really like Trivia — it is cool and
all — but I just don’t get the immense amount of hype that happens every year. I don’t really enjoy
it that much, but my friends love
playing it and if I don’t play with
them, then I won’t see them for the
whole weekend. What do I do? How
can I survive Trivia without either
getting totally sucked into it or just
outright ignoring it?
-Trapped by Trivia
Dear Trapped by Trivia,
I completely commiserate
with your situation. In my freshman year, I tried to play for my
dorm’s team, but I wasn’t feeling it
at all so I quit after about an hour.
I felt terrible. I felt like I didn’t be-

long at Lawrence because I didn’t
enjoy Trivia. Everyone I knew
loved it. It’s so unique to Lawrence
and such a part of the culture here
that not enjoying it felt like a betrayal of the Lawrentian experience or something.
I soon found out that this
was not the case at all. There are
plenty of people who aren’t into
Trivia, and that doesn’t make them
any less Lawrentian. So don’t feel
bad that you don’t enjoy it or don’t
want to participate in it. It’s totally
fine, and you are not alone in what
you’re feeling.
So, you’re in a bit of a pickle.
You don’t really like Trivia, but
you can’t just skip it altogether
or else, you’ll be really lonely all
weekend. What you need to come
up with is a way for you to participate with the least amount of pain
possible—I speak metaphorically,
of course.
The best suggestion that I can
give is to do what I like to do each
year when Trivia rolls around—
that is, spending time with your

Trivia-obsessed friends by participating in specific theme hours or
action questions that interest you.
You can also hang out with them
by just being around while they
are playing, or by helping them
when they need to unwind or take
a break.
Other than that, it’s probably
going to be kind of a lonely weekend. Take advantage of the time
you have on your hands by doing

Winter Lane

all the tasks you’ve been putting
off for the past four weeks: do your
laundry, tidy your room, wash all
the dishes you’ve been hoarding
in your room, actually do some
of your homework before Sunday
night — stuff like that. I know that
sounds kind of boring and sad, but
since the time you will be spending with your friends this weekend is going to be intense and full
of adrenaline, you may actually

enjoy being away from people for
a bit.
As always — and this goes for
everyone including all of you who
are participating in Trivia this
year — don’t forget to take time to
take care of yourself amidst all the
chaos! Have fun, but don’t push
yourself too far.
Good luck!
-Fiona

This serial story is written by Lawrence University’s
Creative Writing Club. This week’s installation is written

The Golden Word

by Electra Arnade.

“You’re making it up, Deborah,” I hissed,
running up behind her. She wasn’t surprised
and seemed to be expecting it. I continued,
“And you of all people aren’t one to lie, so
spill it.”
The streets of Winter Lane had become
slushy and miserable. The snow had melted
slightly, creating a porridge of frigid water
and grime. Luckily, Deborah and I went
home in the same direction from school, so
catching her was uncomplicated.
Her face was deadpan. “I really ate hot
ice cream yesterday,” she said. “I have nothing more to say.”
“Not possible. The thermal qualities of
heat would not react well with the ice ions
in ice cream,” I spouted.
“What are you even talking about?”
“I took chemistry once.”
“Yeah, we were in the same class! All
I’m saying is that I know what I ate. Go
find the ice cream truck yourself if you
want.” Deborah stuffed her hands in her
large pockets, exhaled audibly and turned
towards her house.
“It was right outside here yesterday.
Maybe it’ll come back if you are so curious.” A flicker of softness passed across her
usually stony face. She spun around with
a quick hand wave back at me in dismissal
and proceeded to her home. I felt blood rush
toward my face, and I huffed.
I sneered at her back. The two of us
had been enemies since elementary school
when she won the spelling bee by obviously
sucking up to the teacher instead of doing
the real work like me. She had been the
one to coin my nickname — my legacy —
“Jack S--t” in ninth grade, after I bulls--tted
a presentation on Egyptian history that I
entirely forgot to do beforehand. Officially,
it means, of course, “Jack the Bulls--ter,” but

I decided to reclaim the nickname for my
own purposes. Jack was the shit. I was 10
times more knowledgeable and cool than a
lot of the jocks and bumblers in the town,
damn it. People were so eager to believe
that Deborah had really eaten hot ice cream,
when just last year, they brushed off my
pictures of the UFOs — admittedly photoshopped, but how were they supposed to
know?
I took the afternoon to wander the neighborhood, keeping my eye out for the alleged
ice cream truck. Others had reported seeing
it about, so I decided that it existed, but I
wouldn’t let Deborah have her claim to fame
without my word on it.
I mushed through the slush for about
half an hour in my sturdy snow boots. Then
, I began to hear music. The music box-esque
jingly tune came from a distance, but it grew
louder. I speed-walked with determination
in the direction of the sound. I turned the
curb and saw it — a rather typical-looking
ice cream truck with a giant smiling cone
jutting out of its top. It was headed in my
direction. Almost as if it sensed my interest, it began to slow down, finally stopping
beside me.
“You look intrigued,” came a woman’s voice. She sounded like my middle
school science teacher, and her appearance
matched to boot. She had these bright red
dangly earrings shaped like ice cream cones
that were rather distracting.
“Are you the famous rogue ice cream
truck everyone’s rambling about?” I
inquired. “Because I got some questions.”
“I think I’m the only one in this area, yes.
Do you want a slushie?”
“Yeah, give me a hot slushie.”

See page 7

Savvas Sfairopoulos
Columnist

___________________________

Note: For the sake of facilitating a
discussion on morality, the conviction that
moral responsibility does not exist, as posited by hard determinism, does not apply to
this article.
In perceiving morality strictly as a set
of social norms, we lose track of a complex
array of virtues that are related to moral
theory. However, a word that exists solely
in Greek avoids this kind of confusion by
encompassing the highest of virtues that
can be attained by a human being. The
word I am referring to is philotimo. In its
purest of forms, the word philotimo means
a “love of honor.” It describes a life of
gratitude and appreciation towards one’s
family and one’s role in the world, while
also promoting active engagement in the
betterment of society.
The ancient Greek philosopher Thales
once wrote that, “philotimo to the Greek
is like breathing. A Greek is not a Greek
without it. He might as well not be alive.” In
this article, I will investigate the meaning
of this word by examining a small, yet very
significant case: the treatment of refugees
by the people of the Greek island of Lesbos.
Lesbos—the birthplace of several
famous Greeks, including the Nobel laureate Odysseus Elytis—is located in the
northeastern Aegean Sea near mainland Turkey. The short distance between
Lesbos and the Turkish coast has facilitated the travels of refugees who wish to
reach Europe. Of the 900,000 refugees who
entered Europe in 2015, most were wellreceived by the people of Lesbos. Groups
of fishermen from Lesbos and several

other Aegean Islands gave up their work
and rushed to help the local port authorities rescue as many refugees as possible.
In addition, numerous Greek islanders
opened their homes to the dispossessed,
provided food to the malnourished, and
cared for the sick and injured.
The Greek economy is in a state of
decay. The country’s political backbone is
comprised mostly of aged, conservative
politicians who keep taking advantage of
the underprivileged to benefit themselves.
Yet, despite all this sociopolitical turmoil
and financial mayhem, a large portion of
the Greek populace responded with tremendous humanism and self-sacrifice to
the victims of the refugee crisis. Through
their exemplary behavior, one will recognize the true value of philotimo.
Unlike other forms of humanistic
ideology, philotimo truly encapsulates the
essence of empathy. An individual is considered to be philotimos when they are
an eager citizen of the world, striving to
improve themselves and their society. Due
to their courageous and humane response,
there is an international push to nominate
the Greek islanders who have been on the
frontline of the refugee crisis for the Nobel
Peace Prize.
Philotimo is a truly invaluable word.
It urges individual members of society
to act in favor of their community while
also expressing their individuality. As seen
in the example above, philotimo encourages one to be empathetic towards one’s
peers no matter what their own situation
may be. I believe that this moral concept
can be incorporated in modern societies
around the world as a means of cultivating
a general sense of duty towards our fellow
humans.
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Abaray makes first campus visit as Director of Athletics
continued from page 1
you here?
CA: Potential. There is a lot of
potential that I see within the
athletics department. There are
a lot of coaches that are working really, really hard to bring in
students athletes that will take us
to the next level. Every coach that
I’ve spoken to, every student athlete that I’ve spoken to wants to
be better, wants to do more. And
that’s all that you’d want to hear
as an athletics director. […] That’s
enticing. That’s what gets you up
in the morning.
BO: What is Lawrence doing
really well right now in athletics?
CA: We are producing the next generation of leaders the right way.
The student athletes are entering
the work force, entering graduate
school knowing that they’ve got-

ten the skillset from athletics [at]
Lawrence that they wouldn’t have
gotten out of any other situation.
And that to me is the overarching
goal of what athletics is meant
to do, and so I think Lawrence is
doing that really well. To take it
kind of on the micro-scale, I think
that all sports actually have pockets and places that are successful, which is why there’s so much
potential. Because that means the
foundation is there. That means
that there are places to go.

BO: What do you think Lawrence
needs to do better in athletics?
CA: I think there has been a need
for somebody that can be a leader
all of the time for everybody. I
think Coach Sczodzinski has done
as good of a job as he could as the
hockey coach and the [Athletic
Director]. But when you’re dividing your lot, you’re really not giving 100 percent to either because
you can’t. And a full-time adminis-

Sports
in photos

Photo provided by Paul Wilke

Women’s Basketball
The Lawrence University Women’s Basketball
team has six games left in their regular season.
On Feb. 3, the Lady Vikes will take on St. Norbert
at home.

trator, somebody whose purpose
is to make sure that the overarching goals of the department are
being met in all capacities. To me,
that’s what’s been missing and
that’s hopefully what I’ll be bringing to the table.
BO: After taking the position,
what will be your immediate
goal?
CA: Relationship-building is very
important in any position. And
especially if you’re trying to make
change and trying to push people
maybe outside of their comfort
zone, you want to have that relationship built. […] It’s talking to
people. It’s doing a whole lot of
listening. It’s people being able to
read you and what you want and
what your expectations are so you
can really get that trust and really
strive to do better.
BO: How do you plan on working
with student organizations like

the Student Athletic Advisory
Council (SAAC) and AthleticsConservatory
Engagement
(ACE) committee?
CA: From what I understand, the
students athletes have not had
the voice that they want in pretty
much anything. So that’s my goal
—to reach out to SAAC and reach
out to ACE […] to let them know
they have a voice.

BO: What about fencing? They
don’t have a coach right now. Is
figuring that out one of your top
priorities coming in?
CA: It is. It’s essential that the
student athletes are getting the
support that they need to develop.
Our whole role, yes orverarchingly, is to make sure that we develop
future leaders, but we’re doing it
without a coach. And so you’re not
going to develop the way that we
want you to.

entering a position that, in
some sense, did not exist before
you.
CA: It is a unique opportunity to be
stepping into a role that’s almost a
clean canvas. I think that I have
the opportunity to really let everybody know what athletics means,
that it’s not in isolation, that it’s
a larger piece to the puzzle, that
the student athletes are students
first, that we value their education, that we want them to get out
of this and do something productive in their life. When you find
alumni who were student athletes
and you ask them about their
experience, most people are smiling and saying, “My teammates
are the best people that I’ve ever
met.” Telling that story as often,
as much, everywhere that we can.
That’s how this position is going
to manifest itself.

Craig Gagnon: You are now

LU Swim stays competitive in home meet
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

_____________________

The Lawrence Swim team
made a splash this weekend at LU’s
own Boldt Natatorium in what is
their only home meet of the season. The meet, featuring Division
III school UW- Whitewater and
the number two team in the conference Lake Forest, proved to
be extremely competitive, with
the women who finish second
behind Whitewater and the men
finishingthird. The meet was highlighted by senior Hayley Cardinal
who earned her fourth Midwest
Conference Swimmer of the Week
award of the season.
The Vikings saw their competitors not as intimidating opponents, but instead as challengers
who could push them to even better results. “I personally always
try to get an in-season best time
every time I race,” said Cardinal. “I
knew I would be facing some really fast racers, so I wanted to take
advantage of having the competition.” Cardinal indeed took advan-

tage of the strong competition by
earning victories in the 100-yard
breaststroke with a time of 1:07
and the 200-yard breaststroke at
2:28. Cardinal also took second
in the 200-yard IM with a time of
2:20 and additionally took second
in the 200-yard medley with teammates senior Emily Flack, junior
Paige Witter, and freshman Lizzy
Garcia. Another highlight from the
women was Witter’s second place
finish in both the 100 and 200yard butterfly in respective times
of 1:02 and 2:18 putting her in
second in the conference for the
200-butterfly. Freshmen Garcia
and Sarah Schweickart also made
valuable contributions with third
place finishes in their races proving that the future is bright for the
Lady Vikes. “Our goal is usually to
shoot for third, but we just beat
the team (Lake Forest) that always
places second,” reflects Cardinal.
“I’m looking forward to see what
these strong women will accomplish at the end of the season.”
Leading the shorthanded
men’s team was junior Christian
Bell whose 23.1 in the 50-yard
freestyle was good for fourth
place. “Our men’s team is incred-

ibly flexible and strives to earn
as many points as they can by
working hard to place well, said
Cardinal. They’ve overcome a lot
and I’m beyond proud of them and
their dedication.”
The Viking swim team looks
forward to one more regular season meet at the Carthage Invite
before the Midwest Conference
championship. “Carthage has a
very fast pool with a lot of teams
that will help push us to reach
seed times that will place us
well going into conference prelims,” said Cardinal. As with most
Lawrence teams, conference is the
summit of all of the season’s hard
work. The team is in the midst
of their hardest training of the
year. Known by swimmers as the
“power phase,” the Vikings are
squeezing every last bit of conditioning and strength building
before tapering for conference.
Look for the Vikings to make a
statement at Carthage this week,
and if you see any swimmers
struggling to walk up the stairs
from Andrew Commons, feel free
to give them a hand.

Lawrence hockey drops two against St. Scholastica
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

After a solid 7-0 and 6-4
sweep of Aurora University (1-151, 1-10-1 NCHA South Division),
the injury-plagued Lawrence
University Men’s Hockey Team
(6-10-1, 5-6-1 NCHA North
Division) struggled to gain enough
momentum to defeat the 15th
ranked College of St. Scholastica
(11-4-2, 9-3-0 NCHA North
Division) in another home series.
On Friday, Jan. 22, the
Saints took to the ice in Appleton
and lit the lamp within the first
few minutes. Once the Vikings
got warmed up, they successfully
held Scholastica off for the rest
of the period. The second period started with a similar burst
from the Saints, who scored two
goals in the first two minutes to
widen their lead to 3-0. Senior
Matt Moore responded just before
the 10 minute mark with a Viking

goal off assists from fellow seniors
Brandon Boelter and Renato
Engler, bringing the score to 3-1
at the second intermission.
The Saints opened the
third period in a consistent fashion, scoring their fourth goal 1:18
into the period and adding a fifth
at 7:12. Moore tallied the second
Lawrence goal at 10:51, but the
Vikings were unable to capitalize on any more opportunities.
Scholastica slipped one final goal
in less than 30 seconds from the
final buzzer to bring the final
score to 6-2. Junior goaltender
Mattias Soderqvist made 37 saves
for the Vikings to the Saints’ 28
saves. However, Scholastica outshot Lawrence 43-30.
The teams continued
the series Saturday afternoon,
and the Vikings returned to the
ice refocused and determined to
stand their ground. Despite the
only first period goal going to the
Saints at 4:55, Lawrence’s performance looked improved from
the previous night. The tenacious

Vikings received several power
play opportunities in the second,
but were unable to find the back
of the net.
Lawrence held off the Saints
for the entirety of the second
period, but started the third on
the penalty kill and suffered for
it; Scholastica added a power play
goal 14 seconds into the final period. The Vikings continued to battle and were finally rewarded in
the last few minutes of the game,
when sophomore Lane King’s shot
found the net to cut the Saints lead
to 2-1. Boelter and Engler were
credited with assists.
The Vikings pulled Soderqvist
in the last minute in an attempt to
tie the game and send it to overtime, but Scholastica managed to
snatch the puck and send it into
Lawrence’s empty net, bringing
the final score to 3-1. Soderqvist
recorded 31 saves on Saturday to
Scholastica’s 28, and the Viking
squad kept pace offensively,
launching 29 shots to the Saints’
34.

Photo provided by Paul Wilke

This weekend the Vikings
travel to Adrian, Mich., to take on
the number one ranked Bulldogs
(15-2-1, 11-2-1 NCHA South
Division). Adrian is coming off an
intense series against number two
St. Norbert College (14-2-1, 10-20 NCHA North Division), the first

game of which the Bulldogs took
5-4 and the second of which went
to the Knights 2-1. Lawrence’s
series against the Bulldogs begins
at 7 p.m. (EST) on Friday, Jan.
29, and concludes at 3 p.m. on
Saturday.
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Sage Greenlee - Women’s Track and Field
This week, I sat down with
sophomore Sage Greenlee of the
Lawrence University Women’s
Track & Field Team. Greenlee
recently placed second in the
high jump at the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh Triangular
on Jan. 15 with a height of 5
feet, 3 inches—a personal best for
Greenlee that ranked her nationally with the top Division III athletes.
Gabe Chapman: Tell me about
your season so far.
Sage Greenlee: Well, we did
our fall preseason for seven
weeks and that was pretty difficult because of the workouts.
It hasn’t been too bad coming
back, but I was feeling a little
nervous coming into the season
because we don’t have an indoor
facility. We had our first meet at
UW-Oshkosh, which is a triangular with us, UW-Oshkosh and
Ripon College. I jumped really
well—I had a six-centimeter personal record and got nationally
ranked for that, which is huge

because we haven’t had anyone
go to nationals in quite a few
years. So, my goal for the season
now is to do that. And I’m now
seeded first in our conference,
which is also super cool. For me
it was just kind of an unexpected
turn.
GC: What’s it like being the only
female high jumper on the team?
Is it harder to train?
SG: It’s not necessarily harder to
train because I have two guys to
work with, but when it comes
down to meets, it definitely is
different because when I was in
high school, I always had one or
two girls who were there. I think
mentally that is a pretty big deal
because then you have someone
to talk to when you’re nervous.
So that’s when I notice because
the boys will be off doing their
own stuff, while I’m actually high
jumping. But as far as training
and stuff it’s not that different.
GC: How did you get into high
jumping?

SG: I started when I was in seventh grade, we had a track and
field physical education day and
I remember our teacher showed
us the high jump and I thought
I could be really good at this.
She had us jumping off our right
feet but I didn’t think that felt
quite right, so I tried going off
the left and was fairly successful,
so I continued through middle
school and high school.

GC: When you looked at
Lawrence, was the track & field
program part of your decision?
SG: Actually, yeah it was, because
obviously the program is still in
the process of improving, but
when I came to visit I did an
overnight stay with the track
team and the people I met made
me realize that this was where I
wanted to be and whom I wanted to be with. I had never really
considered continuing to do
track in my collegiate career, but
it seemed like a really awesome
opportunity.

GC: Do you think you’ll be able to
continue competing at the level
you reached at the past meet?
SG: I don’t think I will improve
that much each week, just
because six-centimeters is very
difficult to repeat. However I
think with the way things are
going so far this season I should
be able to keep it up. Even if
I don’t improve this season,
nationally I’ll still be ranked in
the top thirty-four and that qualifies as Academic All-American,
but what I’m looking forward to
right now is just staying competitive within the conference.
I think if I do that I’ll stay competitive nationally too because
we have such a good high jumping conference.
GC: What is your rank nationally?
SG: I’m 23rd in the nation
amongst Division III schools. It’s
super exciting because this is the
first time it’s happened in like
three years for our team.

GC: When you compete against
other high jumpers what do you
do to get into the zone?
SG: I’m a very ritualistic person,
so I have a routine that I do
where I try not to talk to anybody before I compete, and I put
on my headphones when I do
my warm-ups and run-throughs.
I always listen to the same song
over and over before I jump. For
me a huge part of it is mental
competition, so going against
girls who are at a high level like
at UW-Oshkosh helps me stay
competitive and makes me want
to jump higher.
GC: What song do you listen to?
SG: “Bohemian Rhapsody” by
Queen. Last year when we were
on our way to outdoor conference in Spring Term, someone
put it on for me and I was rocking out, so ever since then it has
kept me going.

Photo provided by Paul WIlke

STANDINGS
MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC OVR
St. Norbert
12-0
15-2
Carroll
10-1
14-2
Ripon
8-4 1
0-7
Monmouth
7-5
10-6
Lake Forest
7-5
9-7
Grinnell
5-7
8-9
Beloit
5-8
7-11
Cornell
4-7
6-10
Lawrence
4-8
7-10
Illinois
3-9
6-11
Knox
0-11
1-15
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert
12-0
13-4
Cornell
9-2
12-4
Grinnell
8-4
11-6
Lake Forest
8-4
9-7
Ripon
6-6
10-7
Illinois
6-6
9-8
Carroll
5-6
6-10
Knox
4-7
9-7
Beloit
4-9
6-12
Monmouth
3-9
4-13
Lawrence
0-12
0-17
HOCKEY
NHCA
North
St. Norbert
10-2
St. Scholastica 9-3
MSOE
7-5
Lawrence
5-6-1
Northland
4-8
Finlandia 1-11-2
TEAM

Adrian
Marian
Concordia
Lake Forest
Aurora

South
11-2-1
9-4-1
5-5-2
4-10
1-10-1

OVR
14-2-1
11-4-2
12-5-0
6-10-1
5-11-1
1-15-3
15-2-1
11-5-3
9-6-2
6-12
1-15-1

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and www.nchahockey.org
Jan. 27, 2015

NHL midseason update
CJ Revis

Staff Writer

__________________________________

We are just over halfway through the National
Hockey League (NHL) season
and although the landscape
is about what we expected,
there are tons of intriguing
storylines and match-ups. The
NHL in recent years has been
dominated by the big market
teams. The last six years has
seen the Chicago Blackhawks
win the Stanley Cup three
times, the Los Angeles Kings
twice, and the Boston Bruins
once. The defending champion Blackhawks are looking to
repeat their victory for the first
time in franchise history, as
well as to cement themselves
as the dominant team of this
decade. Meanwhile, the Kings
are right there with them looking to claim the same title. Will

these two teams continue their
dominance or will another
franchise crash the party?
In
the
Western
Conference,
both
the
Blackhawks and the Kings have
given us little reason to doubt
them as they are both atop the
standing in their division. The
Blackhawks currently stand
atop them all in the Western
Conference largely due to the
historically hot start of Patrick
Kane. He is currently the NHL
leader in points and is 15 points
ahead of the next closest player. Staying atop the conference
in the second half of the season
is crucial for them, as it would
give them home-ice advantage
and they are currently 21-51 at home compared to just
12-10-3 on the road. The
Kings lead in the Pacific division and while I think we are
in for an incredible Western

Conference Finals between
these two teams, the team that
seems to have the best chance
to disrupt this would be the
Dallas Stars. While they have
struggled as of late and are
defensively suspect, they have
one of the best offenses in the
league right now, lead by their
one two punch of Jamie Benn
and Tyler Seguin, who are second and third in the league in
points.
The
Eastern
Conference has been dominated by the Washington
Capitals. They currently lead
the league in points with 73,
boast the league’s best offense
and defense and have the best
goal differential by 23. Their
record is equally impressive
at home as it is on the road.
The second team in their division, the New York Rangers,
have been too inconsistent to

make anyone believe that they
can run the table. Currently
their home record is 18-31, while their road record is
9-12-3.Given that they are not
sitting atop their conference,
they will most likely need to
win games on the road to compete in a playoff series. Given
how they have not been able to
do that in the regular season,
the likelihood of them doing
that while going against the
league’s top teams is unlikely.
In the Atlantic division, Florida,
Boston, Detroit, and Tampa Bay
are all fighting for the top spot,
but will really have to pick up
their play if they look to compete with Washington for the
Conference title.

By the
Numbers

3.42
The average GPA of
the women’s swim
team for fall term.
This GPA earned
the Lady Vikes a
Scholar All American distinction.
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Language
Immersion Weekend
at Bjorklünden

Theory Versus
Reality of
Studying Abroad
Regan Martin
Staff Writer

______________________

Karina Barajas

For The Lawrentian

__________________________________

Last
weekend,
the
French, Russian, Japanese and
German departments went
to Bjorklünden for Language
Immersion Weekend. Each
group participated in different activities and then came
together on Sunday night to
celebrate the different cultures
represented.
The Japanese students
performed a skit version of
“Momotaro,” a piece of popular
Japanese folklore. The Russian
students performed the history of Russia in 10 minutes. The
German students performed
“Snow White.” The French students sang “La Vie En Rose”
(Life in Pink) by Edith Piaf. Fun
was had by all.
Freshman Quishan Liu is
in French (FREN) 202. She has
been speaking French since
high school and has been continuing at Lawrence. Liu chose
to speak French because she
considers it a beautiful language and she likes French
movies like “Amelie.” She says
that by attending the weekend,
she has “improved her ability to speak French and feel[s]
more confident to speak it in

class.” She says it is also an
opportunity to “meet more
people while still speaking
the language.” She advises students to experience the immersion at least once “because it is
a good opportunity to practice
the language and improve in
your vocabulary.”
Junior Lief Olsen is in
Russian (RUSS) 212. He heard
about this experience his freshman year. He did not understand how hard Russian was
until he took it, but he likes the
challenge. According to Olsen,
“It is a really humbling experience because every day, you
find out you do not know as
much as you think you know.
Russian is good because it
keeps you on your toes.” Olsen
does not particularly like the
food at Bjorklünden, but he
does like the Russian cakes and
candies. He says the best way
to learn a language is “take
chances, step outside of yourself [and] make mistakes.”
Freshman Tobin Carlson
is in Japanese (CHJA) 200. Her
sister introduced her to the
Japanese language through
anime. Carlson studied abroad
her junior year of high school
and aspires to travel, work and
visit family in Japan one day.

She enjoyed performing the
skit in Bjorklünden. She played
Momotaro or Peach Child in
“Momotaro.” She also enjoyed
spending time with exchange
students
from
Waseda
University. Carlson says learning any language “is really
hard and frustrating but very
rewarding when you are able
to write a paper in your language or be able to understand
a conversation. You are just
like ‘wow I understand that!’ It
is the best feeling in the world.”
Freshman Luke Payne
is in German (GER) 285. His
favorite part was doing skits
and playing the evil queen in
“Snow White,” which helped
him come out of his shell. In
middle school, Payne took
three months of Spanish,
Chinese and German, and
studied abroad in Austria his
senior year. He likes German
the best, and hopes to continue
studying the language and culture. His advice for students
studying a world language is
to “take it slow, because it is
hard at first. Listen to music,
find Youtubers you like, make
it part of your daily life.” He
says going to the weekend is an
opportunity to speak German
and a fun experience.

The group of Francophone students at the Languuage Immersion Weekend
Photo Provided

Winter
at
Lawrence
University is the time when students begin considering the possibility of studying abroad. As droves
of students return from their fall
programs and application deadlines for next year loom closer, it
is easy to get overwhelmed by all
of the possibilities and logistics of
spending a term—or more—away
from campus. However, returning
students and the Director of OffCampus Programs Laura Zuege
were able to offer their opinions
and advice about the process.
Zuege’s view of studying
abroad is directly tied to her own
experiences as a Lawrence student. “For me, studying abroad was
the most important thing that I did
when I was a student … I was very
good at taking classes in a classroom, but studying abroad was an
opportunity to experience what I
was learning and learn why I like
learning. [It’s also about] personal independence [and] personal
growth. That impact was something I really hadn’t anticipated
and that can be a really powerful
aspect,” said Zuege.
Zuege listed Senegal, India,
Granada, and “The Earth and
Environment in Italy” programs as
among the most popular ones that
Lawrence offers, but the one that
students likely hear the most about
is the London Centre. “It’s been
going since July of 1970. Well over
3,000 Lawrence alumni have done
the program,” Zuege explained.
According to Zuege, despite the
centre’s relative popularity, the
study abroad office “[tries] to do
a lot of things very consciously,
because I don’t want people to
think that it’s London or nothing. I
don’t want people to think we have
six programs—we have about 60
in total. So when someone comes
and talks to me and says ‘I’m interested in going to London,’ what we
automatically say is ‘Why is that?
How is that a good academic match
for you?’ to make sure that there
isn’t a program they know less
about that might be a better match
for them.
Zuege continued, “We also try
to highlight the experiences of students who have done a variety of
programs … I want to be sure that
people understand this isn’t just
for language majors, and I want to
highlight students who are studying in York or Madagascar, not just
Lawrence programs.”
The students who have done
non-Lawrence programs are very
excited to share their experiences
with other students, even if they
are smaller in number. Junior
Margaret Koss, who studied in
York this past fall, stated that, “I
think my program is underrepresented by the school, and I would
definitely recommend it to other
students because I don’t know of
many programs where you can be
directly enrolled in another uni-

versity. It’s also perfect if you’re
not going for a language, but you
still want to be a part of another
culture and be a part of another
school where you don’t know anyone.”
She explained that, “It was
something that I found on my own
by looking at the Lawrence programs online … The study abroad
office was really encouraging, but
didn’t really know much about
it. They put me in contact with
another student who had done it,
but they didn’t really want to talk
to me, so I had to figure out which
classes I could take and what credits would transfer back here kind
of on my own. I had to contact all
these different people at York—
and then at the program provider—and I had to talk to the English
department and fill out two separate applications … It was pretty
much a lot of work on my own.”
Junior Sadie Tenpas, who
studied in Madagascar, had similar
troubles. “I know that my biggest
confusion was with the application process. You had to have all of
these components of your application go on to other places, and I
think someone had informed [me]
at some point that [Lawrence]
sends on the information for you,
so I just sent it in to Lawrence and
thought I was done. And I didn’t
think I had to do anything until I
realized that they hadn’t sent it …
It was fine, it just took me forever
to figure out on my own,” she said.
However, Tenpas continued,
“I really liked my program and I’m
really glad I went on it … I realized
after talking to the study abroad
office that it was really the only
science program that I could go on
for biology without an intermediate language, which was kind of
frustrating because I feel like there
are a lot of programs, but not really
for science.”
If figuring out what options
you have with your intended major
seems daunting or limited, Zuege
advised students to meet with her
and their advisor, stating that the
“most important [thing] to think
about, before you even look at a
map and think ‘Where can I go?’, is
to think ‘What do I want to study?”
Junior Kristina Verhasselt,
who studied in London, offered
similar advice. “I picked [London]
because I knew I had always wanted to go somewhere, and I didn’t
really have a major picked out at
the time [I was applying], so I figured London would be the best
option for that,” she said.
However, once she had figured out her major, Verhasselt said,
“ [I] actually found a more interesting [summer] program through my
advisor, and I think it helped that
I kind of realized what I wanted
to do. Studying abroad before you
know what you want to do maybe
will lead you to make a decision
like London, which might not be
the best, but I didn’t feel like they
could give me any other options
because I didn’t know what I wanted to do.”
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Lawrentians Looking at Local Businesses:
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________________

Tucked away behind the Fox River
Mall and away from the bustling College
Avenue hides one of the up and coming
restaurants of Appleton. SAP Brunch,
Brown Bag & Bakery serves all-day
brunch in addition to their
equally large dinner
menu.

SAP strives to support local business
and food suppliers as much as possible, providing their customers with
Wisconsin-grown products.
The all-day brunch includes plates
ranging from a variety of eggs benedict
to brioche french toast, and lemon ricotta pancakes to unforgettable huevos rancheros. Not to mention the complementary SAP potatoes
covered in

Romano cheese and fresh herbs, which
accompany a self-built omelet.
Those who prefer a lighter brunch
option will enjoy a bruléed grapefruit or
fried green tomatoes. SAP is open from
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., providing its faithful
customers with a diverse and unique
all-day experience. Frankly put by junior
and SAP lover Taylor Gardner, “I could
eat their cheese curds forever.”
The lengthy wait to eat proves a
problem for Appleton residents and
Lawrence students alike. Junior and
breakfast enthusiast Andy Geleske
stated, “I’ve tried to go twice on
different weekends and it’s always
an hour to two hour wait, I’ve
never waited that long.” Many others have suffered as Andy has,
preparing for an unbelievable brunch but met by a line
stretching out the door. A trip
to SAP must be well timed in
order to avoid the weekend
morning rush.
This past week, I successfully avoided this timing issue. I
have spent many a meal at SAP, each
time further proving my love and devo-

tion to the institution.
This past Thursday, I ordered my
favorite combination: classic French
toast topped with fresh fruit and housemade maple syrup, SAP potatoes, and an
Americano coffee. This is a meal I could
eat everyday until my untimely, syruprelated death.
One of the especially unique characteristics of SAP is that every menu
item is increasingly as delicious as the
last. Whether you are craving sweet or
savory, SAP is sure to satisfy.
SAP started as a young boy’s dream.
The owner’s five-year-old son Owen
thought of the memorable name after
drawing his ideal restaurant, complete
with never-ending brunch. This idea
sparked the existence of what Appleton
knows as a bustling weekend morning or weekday night filled with endless delicious possibilities. This familial origin provides a comforting and
enriching atmosphere to every SAPgoer. Constantly greeting patrons with
a smile and fresh bakery smells, SAP
is a diamond in the rough winter of
Appleton.

a review of SAP

Alanna Rieser

Faculty and student group works
toward enhancing diversity in science
Mina Seo

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

Lawrentians
Enhancing
Diversity in Science (L.E.D.S.) is a
group of faculty, staff and students
working to create a community
that welcomes diverse perspectives, and where open and honest
dialogue is encouraged. The group
had its first summit last spring
and discussed difficult social situations that students might face in
a science class.
Raymond H. Herzog Professor
of Science and Professor of
Biology Beth DeStasio and Dennis
and Charlot Nelson Singleton

Professor of Biological Sciences
and Professor of Biology Bart
DeStasio originally created this
group right after hearing some
students’ difficulty in forming a
study group within the classroom.
To address this problem, the two
professors and a few students created a summit last spring term.
The summit offered a chance
to suggest practical alternatives to
resolve this problem. Discussing
the definition of diversity and
inclusivity in an educational setting, the group has helped raise
awareness of social problems in
and change the overall structure
of science classes.

To bring more people’s attention to the program, L.E.D.S. held
a “Diversity in Science” formal
on Friday, Jan. 15. The program
displayed “Diversity in Science”
topics from various departments
and groups in the form of posters, and provided information on
summer and career opportunities
for minorities in science. Over 100
people, comprised of both faculty
members and students, showed
up at the formal to encourage the
activities of this group.
L.E.D.S. is planning other
future activities for diversity
issues. On Tuesday, Feb. 9, the
group is holding a second summit

called “Second Diversity in Science
Summit” which will focus on allyship. It will include assigned readings to discuss the social difficulties faced by some students. This
spring, the group will also have
a “Conversation/Listening Group”
to have informal lunch-time sessions where students can share
their own experiences with social
difficulties related to diversity in
the sciences.
The group is also considering how other issues such as
microaggressions, trigger warnings and privilege can manifest in
the sciences in order to facilitate
communication and community-

building. While currently mainly
drawing members from the biology, chemistry, geology and physics departments, the group has
plans to draw more members
from other departments such as
anthropology and psychology.
Describing the activities
of L.E.D.S., Bart DeStasio noted,
“It does not have to come from
administration, but from students
and faculty to make these changes.
We will hopefully continue to hold
a regular meeting, and it would be
great if many other students can
also participate in this event.”

Students and faculty interact at the “Diversity in Science” formal.
Photos by Rose Nelson

Winter Lane

continued from page 3
She pursed her lips. “Is that really what
you want? Wouldn’t you prefer a hot chocolate scoop?”
“No, because none of it exists.”
“Have this — it’s on the house.” In a
swift motion, she stuck out a cup decorated with polar bears with what appeared
to be single plain scoop of vanilla with a

bright red plastic spoon sticking out of it.
I took it cautiously and put my finger on
the ice cream. It was cool against my skin.
I smirked, took a bite and swallowed. It
felt like swallowing a chunk of ice that slid
uncomfortably down my throat. I could feel
my fingertips loosing heat and suddenly the
temperature dropped down, down, down. I
shivered uncontrollably.
“Is there dry ice in there?”
“Dry ice would be much more dangerous and could burn your esophagus. Brush

up on your chemistry, Jack. Take another
bite.”
I obeyed her for some reason. I was just
desperate to understand. The ice cream
slid down and began to feel … dare I say …
warm. I stepped back in terror, holding the
cup far away from me.
“What did you do to this?”
“Secret of the trade. Do some research
and experiments, and maybe you’ll figure
it out. I’m an advocate of the scientific
method.”

I grimaced, oddly caught between a
smile and a frown. She was delightfully
intriguing as well as frustrating. I looked
upon the cup. Investigating was a good
idea — I had a real strange story to tell.
Maybe tomorrow, people would pay attention when I told them about the weird
temperature-defying ice cream. Deborah
might even back me up!
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Lawrence Symphony Orchestra
and Sophie Yang warm chapel
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

Rat Park
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_______________________

These days it seems like
it takes a lot for a band to set
themselves apart from others
in their genre. Thus, it is fairly normal to see new groups
fuse genres constantly, which
can only bunch bands together even more. Some bands
can still stand out with their
eclectic sound in the way they
approach music, interact with
each other and the audience,
and allow their influences and
personal experiences to shape
their sound. After talking with
Rat Park and hearing them
play, I can say they do all these
things very well.
Rat Park is a quartet of
four close friends—sophomore
Jack Kilkelly-Schmidt on guitar,
sophomore Mason Krelitz on
tenor sax, sophomore Christian
Rasmussen on bass and sophomore Jake Victor on drums. The
four met through large studentrun jam sessions that occurred
last year. After recognizing
each other’s talents and similar
music tastes, they started jamming on their own, hanging out
and listening to music.
While not all of them
are getting degrees in the
Conservatory, they all study in
it. They participate in ensembles, take classes and get lessons from the jazz faculty. This
certainly comes out in their
playing, as it is their intention
to bring techniques and ideas
atypical for rock groups into
their sound. By using elements
such as odd time signatures,
complex changes and jazzgroup-like interaction, Rat Park
strives to make the interesting
music they learn about in the
Conservatory accessible to the
average listener.
As for the seemingly everpresent dichotomy of the college and the Conservatory, the
quartet does not really pay
much attention to it. When they
are playing, they do not differentiate what they are doing
in the Conservatory and what
they are doing outside of it. “I
see Rat Park as this canvas for
all of the things that are going
on in our musical and outside
lives,” Krelitz shared and was
agreed with by the rest of the
band.
In addition to blending
their two lives at Lawrence
together, they also attempt to

bridge the gap between the college and Conservatory, or “make
a bigger center part of the Venn
diagram,” as Rasmussen put
it. With their eclectic fusion of
countless influences, Rat Park
aims for creating a bigger community based around music
and appealing to anyone and
everyone.
When asked how they
want to be viewed as a band,
Victor answered simply, “We
want to be relatable, interesting and make people dance.”
Having only attended a couple
of their shows and listening to
a recording of one, it is apparent that they are already seen
in this light. As someone who is
studying a little music myself,
there are definitely many
moments in their shows that
leave me stunned. Even those
who might not fully understand
the musicality taking place
have a grand time, cheering and
dancing all through the performance.
While their musicality and
energy are more than enough
to play an entertaining concert, Rat Park also puts a heavy
emphasis on audience interaction and relation. With their
strange sense of humor, general
goofiness and encouragement
to sing and dance along with
them, the band gets everyone
in the audience comfortable
and having a good time.
Part of the reason Rat Park
is so relatable is because of
the tight bonds they share as
friends and musicians. To them,
the band is more than just a
way to share music; it is a support system and way to express
what they are going through—
as a group or individuals—with
music they all enjoy. The music
they create becomes even more
engaging and enjoyable when
you know the members and
the intent behind their tunes.
So get to know the guys of Rat
Park and groove to their music.
I guarantee you will not get to
the end without dancing and
leaving with a smile on your
face.
To stay on top of Rat Park
news and hear recordings, you
can follow them at SoundCloud
at <https://soundcloud.com/
ratparkband>. Rat Park will be
playing Saturday, Jan. 30.

It is cold outside. The first
two weeks of the new trimester
are done, so midterms are now
being prepared for, if not imminent on the horizon waiting to
consume all in their path. Students
are swamped, freezing, tired and
just wanting everything to stop.
It is at times like this a Lawrence
student or faculty member can
sink into a feeling of despair.
But as always, Lawrence
has music that can, if only for
its runtime, transport us away
from these troubles and anxieties, as was demonstrated by the
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra
on Saturday, Jan. 23. The kinetic
energy of the players warmed
those of us who had braved the
cold to make it inside the chapel. The orchestra played five
pieces and was conducted by

Thom Ritter George, who looked
and performed exactly like the
conductor people dream of, with
his shock of snow-white hair, tux
with tails and graceful movements
like the small flakes of snow that
swirled outside.
The orchestra was joined by
special guest, senior Sophie Yang,
a rising musicial star, though
Lawrence has known of her talents for years. Dressed in violet
and greeted with a standing ovation as she entered for the second
number, “Concerto for Violin in
D minor, Allegro moderato,” by
Sibelius, Yang’s playing was not
flashy or overwhelming so much
as it was simply correct. There
were no mistakes, nothing to disagree with or debate. She simply
played everything the exact way it
should have been played, with no
ambiguity in the result.
Alas, she only joined for one
song, and while the rest of the concert was fantastic, it left us longing
for more of that kind of experi-

ence. The first piece, Beethoven’s
“Egmont Overture,” better fit the
tone of the rest of the night: overwhelming and emotional, the kind
of piece that plays havoc with
your mind, exhausting you in the
mental and physical sense. The
intermission offered some respite,
but then it was back to the storm,
with von Weber’s “Invitation to
the Dance,” “Elegy” by Hanson and
Enesco’s “Romanian Rhapsody in
A Major.”
When the concert ended we
walked out into the cold, tired
and weary but ultimately grateful. It is a generous thing to have
music like this in the world, to
have a conductor like George and
to hear Yang play violin before
she becomes someone of massive importance. In the dark winter’s night as we walked back to
our homes or whatever else we
needed to accomplish, there was a
gratefulness, to know that even in
these dark moments we are alive
and well.

The Lawrence University Symphony Orchestra performs in the chapel on Saturday, Jan. 23 under Thom Ritter George’s conduction.
Photo by Veronica Bella

Senior Sophie Yang receives a standing ovation for her solo work in “Concerto for Violin in D minor, Allegro moderato,” by Sibelius.
Photo by Veronica Bella
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Trever Presents advocates for student artists and musicians
Wendell Leafstedt

Staff Writer
_____________________________________

On cold winter weekends at
Lawrence University, many students seek exciting new indoor
activities. Friday, Jan. 22 in the
basement of Trever Hall, several
student bands and artists came
together for Trever Presents, a
night of entertainment meant to
show off students’ artistic talents.
Many came to enjoy the music and
look through a small gallery of
student artworks.
The list of advertised performers included MF Gritz, Wild
Firth, SK8 City High School AllStar Jazz Band, No Pretty Things
and DJ Boy Potion. The music
began at 10:30 p.m. and lasted
until after 1:00 a.m. Each group
played a 30-minute set before
handing the stage to the next.
The students who organized
the event made sure it did not feel
too formal. The decorations and
advertisements were homemade.
In the entryway there was a large
poster with the directions “draw
something” written at the top.
Students drew pictures and wrote
messages using provided crayons.
The main room was decorated with streamers, lit by
Christmas lights and warmed by
moving bodies. Audience participation was encouraged and the
crowd clapped and swayed to the
bands’ tunes.

One band, Wild Firth, was
especially successful in reaching
the crowd. Their music consisted
of distorted guitar and keyboard
over driving percussion and bass.
Smooth chord progressions and
lengthy instrumental solos kept
people interested. Occasionally,
they added improvised vocals.
SK8 City High School All-Star
Jazz Band, a smaller group consisting of three people, played many
energetic and lengthy songs. Their
instrumentation—guitar, saxophone and percussion—allowed
them to create a wide variety
of moods. As it was early in the
evening, the crowd cheered and
rocked with vigor.
Later, sophomore Elliott
Dryjanski brought out a guitar
and special pedals to perform as
No Pretty Things. Each song was
slow and contemplative. Many
students sat down on the floor to
listen as he sang softly over electronically modified soundscapes.
In a small room branching
off of the main basement lounge,
there was a gallery of student artworks. There was a mix of serious
and light-spirited pieces. Some of
the satirical pieces—a snowflake
made out of an empty Cheetos
bag, a wall-display of pages from
a Yoga Dogs calendar—gave off a
cynical tone.
There was a small, hastily
made sign that read, “This isn’t
art.” In the middle of the floor,

Student work is displayed in the basement of Trever Hall while bands played at Trever Presents on Friday, Jan. 22.
Photo by Linh Nguyen

there was a pile of torn-up Fox
Cities Yellow Pages books, some
furniture and found objects. There
were appetizers set out, including
cheese, crackers and drinks, but
it was unclear whether they were
meant to be eaten or were part of
the gallery.
Some of the works were very
carefully made. Mixed among the
aforementioned pieces, there

Nelita True delivers lecture concerning music and memory
McKenzie Fetters

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Memorizing a piece is often
considered the pinnacle of musical performance. It shows one’s
mastery of the work, since it
implies that the musician knows
the music so well that he or she
no longer needs to look at a piece
of paper to be reminded of what
the notes are, where his or her fingers go or what dynamics to play.
Memorization, however, can be a
tricky thing to master, particularly
when it comes to music.
Even though science has
found little evidence to prove that
the human brain’s capacity for
memory is limited, ask any musician who has performed memorized pieces in his or her lifetime,
and they almost certainly will tell
you that he or she has had experiences with memory slips. As a
musician, it is guaranteed that
despite all of the hours spent carefully memorizing something, one
will make mistakes at some point
when it comes time to perform the
memorized material.
On Saturday, Jan. 23, worldrenowned pianist and current
Eastman School of Music Professor
of Piano Nelita True chose to give
a lecture on this very topic: reliable memory. True postulates
that memorizing a piece perfectly
starts with learning a piece correctly the first time, and learning
a piece correctly the first time
begins with doing your research.
True recommended that
every musician learn as much as
he or she can about a piece before
playing through it. Just by looking
over the piece, one can quickly
determine where the high points

are, what the loudest dynamic is
and what the overall tone of the
music seems to be. Additionally,
one can do some research about
the composer and the work to
provide an extra layer of meaning with background information.
Beyond that, True advocated that
one be familiar with the sound,
harmony and form of the piece.
After one has completed all
of the aforementioned steps, True
said that then and only then can
he or she begin to focus upon
the four facets of memorization:
tactile—the physical memory of
one’s fingers and hands, blueprint—the memory of the image
of the music written on the page,
aural—the memory of the sound
of the piece and, the most important, analytical—the memory of
the piece’s form and progression
of the harmony. At this point, one
can begin memorizing the piece
in chunks of multiple measures.
True particularly recommended
memorizing a piece from the end
to the beginning so that one can
feel more confident as they progress through the piece rather than
the other way around.
Of course, True admitted that
a truly reliable memory is quite
frankly impossible. Humans are
prone to making mistakes, particularly when they are nervous
and under pressure before a performance. Often, this nervousness
becomes even more heightened
when one performs from memory
because, she remarked, “Nothing
makes us more nervous than
forgetting.” Therefore, True also
shared a few tips on what to do
about memory slips.
Since getting stuck is a frequent problem, True first advised

that every musician should practice what to do in the event of
a memory slip in order to get
back on and play the rest of the
piece. One can practice the piece
with his or her fingers in the
wrong position, playing through
the piece starting from a random
place in the middle or playing the
memorized piece through before
warming up. All of these practice techniques help prepare one
for the worst possible scenario
should it occur onstage.
Most importantly, True
claimed that the best thing that
one can do before a memorized
performance is harness his or her
nervous energy and use it to his
or her advantage; accept the nervousness for what it is, and then
let it go. She also commented that
if memorization becomes a serious problem for a musician and
begins to negatively affect his or
her performance, it is also perfectly acceptable to just use the music
onstage. However, she concluded
that memorization does help one
develop a stronger relationship
with the piece he or she is playing
and allows one to be freer when
he or she is performing it.
Above all, True emphasized
that it is the musician’s duty to
know what is going on in the piece
that he or she is playing and to be
aware of the composer’s possible
intent. Learning all about a piece
can become a thrilling game of
discovery, which is good, because
“just learning a bunch of black and
white notes on a page is boring,”
she said, “and we want to make it
interesting.”

were detailed illustrations, paintings and even hand-sewn designs.
Using dark background fabric and
colorful thread, they had messages
like “My uterus, my choice,” “crush
the patriarchy” and “me gusto
sera tuna zorra.” Unfortunately,
none of the artists were credited.
Attendees of Trever Presents
got to learn about the abilities of
their fellow students who submit-

ted art or played in the bands.
It was good to see Conservatory
musicians play secondary instruments and studio artists explore
alternative media as well as students outside both departments
partaking in creative expression.

A Brief Musician Feature:

Greyson Sztuczko

Emma Arnesen

Staff Writer
_________________________________

Lawrence offers a variety of student musical
ensembles.
Improvisation
Group of Lawrence University
(IGLU), Lawrence University
Wind Ensemble, Lawrence
University
Trombone
Ensemble, Symphonic Band
and Jazz Workshop are only
a few of the many musical
groups on campus, and fifthyear senior, Greyson Sztuczko
has played in all five groups.
Graduating this Winter Term
with a B.A. in Music and a certification in Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, Sztuczko
has a lot to look back on concerning his musical career at
Lawrence.
Though he has taken lessons in guitar, trombone and
composition, Sztuczko states
that the bulk of his musical
involvement with the Lawrence
community has been extra-curricular.
“I’ve been a part of the
Band Booking Committee all
five years, serving as the presidents this year and last,” he
stated.
For those who are not
familiar with this group, the
Band Booking Committee
(BBC) is a student organization
that plans and organizes smallscale programs and events
including bands and individual

performers. Sztuczko himself
is part of two different bands,
one of which is on-campus and
the other performs off-campus.
He describes this as being one
of his favorite settings to perform. He also does his own
recording.
Another part of Sztuczko’s
musical career has come from
his commitment and involvement with the Gamma Zeta
Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha
Sinfonia at Lawrence. Better
known as Sinfonia, the men’s
music fraternity has provided
him with opportunities to organize musical events. Sztuczko
highlighted a favorite: a day
of student ensembles at the
Building For Kids. In addition,
Sinfonia has also volunteered
to sing for senior citizens at
Manor Care in the Appleton
Community.
Just last term, Sztuczko
performed at his senior recital,
playing all original compositions and arrangements with
the guitar, trombone and electronics. For the future, he stated, “I hope to make a career
playing my own music, recording myself and others and composing.”
Sztuczko currently works
at Guitar Center in Appleton,
which he says has been and
will continue to “be helpful in
personal growth and learning,
making connections and helping others make music as well.”
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Thematic Leaps in
Video Game Writing

STAFF EDITORIAL
The dilemma of LUCC campaign promises

Danny Davis

This past Monday, Lawrence University Community Council’s (LUCC) General Council approved the
executive election results, effectively making juniors Max Loebl and Jo-Hanna Rifai president- and vice
president-elect respectively. At the conclusion of a lengthy application, campaign and election process, it
is appropriate to reflect on what has been brought to the table.
When campaigning, LUCC candidates have a tendency to present vague ideals and exaggerated
promises instead of directed policy proposals grounded in the reality of their position’s capabilities.
Often, candidates promise changes that do not even fall under the jurisdiction of the student government. Such platforms are unfortunately intrinsic to election campaigns and it would be unrealistic to
expect students running for our government to be any different.

However, for the LUCC election to be a meaningful process through which the best leadership is
selected, candidates must remain aware of LUCC’s capacity and jurisdiction. As they reach out to groups
and make promises, candidates must also propose effective strategies to achieve their outlined goals.
If those standards are not maintained, students will continue to vote based on changes that candidates
cannot realistically make.
This year, a key component of Loebl’s platform was safety. This component was supported by proposed efforts to work in conjunction with diversity-based and socially-minded organizations on campus.
That is a positive, if not broad, goal for campus. In addition, he stated a desire to explore the possibility
of a mandatory expulsion clause within the sexual misconduct policy.

Regardless of whether or not student government should be involved, the sexual misconduct policy
does not fall under LUCC’s jurisdiction; it is instead a university policy. Along with that, the presidential
position is not a decision-making role. Any presidential promise to support or pass legislation is a fruitless claim. The concerns we raise here are not regarding the specific policy, but rather, the campaign
promise to explore such legislation without a detailed plan.
The complicated nature of the sexual misconduct policy, specifically, lends itself to in-depth scrutiny.
First, his proposal is vague, excluding the terms and specifications of which types of violations would
lead to mandatory expulsion. Further, we have yet to hear any plan to accomplish such a bold goal. There
have been no proposed methods that would bring all relevant stakeholders to a consensus on such a
complicated and controversial issue.

To be clear, the Editorial Board’s issues with empty campaign promises and proposals are not
unique to Loebl. We would likely be presenting a similar critique if other candidates had been elected.
Every year, candidates run on the premise of general changes that best relate to student interests at the
time. Last year, both presidential candidates prioritized diminishing inefficiency in LUCC by creating
more committee oversight while decreasing the number of redundant student organizations. This was
hardly a part of any progress made over the past year; Lawrentians have long forgotten about those
empty promises.

Collectively, Loebl and Rifai have a lot of experience and ideas to bring to the table. Rifai wishes to
maintain better transparency between LUCC and the student body, notes that our current system for
student parking is not working, and states that our housing crisis must be solved. Loebl has repeatedly
emphasized his desire to make campus a safer and more diverse community. These are valuable goals,
and we would love to see them accomplished.
As the year continues, we look forward to the changes that our new LUCC president and vice president bring to the community. While we do not know their plans for making these changes happen, the
issues that they have brought up seem to represent that interests and concerns of our current student
body. More than anything, we hope to see the incoming leadership prove our cynicism wrong and fulfill
the promises made during the campaign.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Jessica Morgan at jessica.m.morgan@
lawrence.edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the
right to edit for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be more than 350 words.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and
community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.

Operations Manager

________________________

Consider for a moment what
would happen if a filmmaker tried
to make a big-budget action flick
about the Holocaust. That film
would be problematic for a whole
bunch of reasons. We wouldn’t
expect that movie to be met with
positive reviews, if not shunned
out of development all together.
Yet somehow, a video game
called “Wolfenstein: The New
Order,” a first-person shooter set
in an alternate-history timeline
where the Nazis develop superweapons and win WWII in 1946.
A level in the game involves the
protagonist—a Jewish-American
army commando named William
Blazkowitz—sneaking into a concentration camp to steal schematics for a device that can liberate
the concentration camp and rescue an engineer that can develop a
weapon to defeat the Nazis.
In the level, you sneak into
the camp as a political prisoner
that is placed in a specific cell
block for Jews. You sneak through
the camp, quietly eliminating the
guards while sneaking past security systems. You find the device
and break out by hijacking a giant
Nazi guard robot with machine
guns. The final shootout is gratuitously violent. The level features
a lot of what the rest of the game
is: shooting Nazis with laser guns
and other high-tech weapons.
Somehow, “Wolfenstein” gets
a free pass in its depiction of the
holocaust, where a film that had
the same plot and degree of violence would not. Issues of censorship aside, why do film audiences more quickly criticize the
portrayal of real-life atrocities for
entertainment value than gamers?
Films and video games both
have industry-set standards of
decency. There are certain things
both films and video games simply will not do. Sexualizing rape,
showing children dying in action
sequences and unnecessary profanity, are all subject matter that
filmmakers and videogame developers tend to avoid (with exceptions).
When it comes to difficult
themes and portrayal of sensitive
topics, audiences hold films to a
higher standard than they do to
video games. Why would it be
unacceptable for a film to portray
the holocaust in an action film
when a video game that does the
same becomes one of the bestselling, most lauded games of 2014?
There are a whole bunch of
reasons why I think this is so. The

demographic differences between
film and game audiences, the levels placed in the larger narrative
of the game and the novel decision to portray the Holocaust all
shielded “Wolfenstein” from criticism that its film analogue would
probably receive.
However, the largest reason
is because video games have only
recently began to incorporate
smarter, deeper and more difficult
themes in their games. Games like
“The Stanley Parable,” “This War
of Mine” and “Spec Ops: The Line”
have been lauded for placing more
emphasis on their thematic and
narrative content than the quality
of the gameplay itself. So, games
that try to be deep automatically
generate buzz because of their
novelty, whether they are genuinely smart pieces of art or not. As
video games explore smarter content, videogame audiences slowly
develop a more mature palate as
well.
I am not outraged at the
developer’s choice. If anything,
I think the level in the concentration camp was an attempt to
acknowledge the atrocities the
real-life Nazis committed. With
Nazi lasers, Nazi robot dogs, Nazi
nuclear submarines and a Nazi
moon base, it is easy to forget
what the real life Nazis did.
However, I think the developers could have taken a more sensitive approach to the level. The
game features several levels that
have no action sequences and only
develop the narrative and characters. The concentration camp
level could have been a non-violent, plot-advancing level, too, and
would not have detracted from all
the other great parts of the game.
Additionally,
carefully
designed visual cues such as lighting, the appearance of the nonplayer computer characters and
dialogue could have helped give
a more honest depiction of a fictional Holocaust.
Rather than shy away from
difficult topics and themes, game
audiences should continue to
encourage game developers to
make smarter, more stimulating
video games. Rather than simply
include hard topics to try and be
“deep”, game developers should
carefully consider how visual,
interactive and narrative cues
explore those topics and themes.
I don’t agree with the developer’s depiction of the holocaust.
However, I do applaud the developers for trying to incorporate
difficult topics into their product
and hope that “Wolfenstein” sets a
precedent for games in the future.
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FREE DELIVERY!
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The U.S.-Iran Nuclear Deal that Could have Been
Margaret Johnson
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

In the realm of foreign policy,
the United States-Iran nuclear
deal is currently the most discussed and controversial topic.
The deal, being hailed as historic
and transformative in the media,
has been portrayed as the first
step in restoring peaceful relations between the United States
and Iran as a means of reducing
the threat of Iran obtaining nuclear weapons.
The deal, however, has critics
and politicians alike asking the
question of whether or not this
benefits the United States in the
long run or simply creates more
problems in the future. The deal
appears to benefit Iran more than
it does the United States, leaving
the question of whether negotiations should have continued on
until a more mutually beneficial
agreement was settled upon.

In sum, the United States
nuclear deal with Iran blocks
Iran’s pathways to creating nuclear weapons by cutting the number of Iran’s centrifuges, reducing Iran’s stock of enriched uranium from 10,000 kilograms to
300, and restricts Iran’s ability to
generate plutonium as a byproduct of power generation over the
course of 15 years. The deal also
forces Iran to cooperate with
the International Atomic Energy
Agency to increase transparency
and eliminate the covert production of fissile material via inspections—and a 24-day notice before
inspection despite other world
super powers being only allowed
24-hour notice. In exchange, the
United States agreed to remove
economic sanctions on Iran, providing Iran with an estimated
$150 billion in sanctions relief.
Some believe that the $150
billion in sanctions relief would
boost the suffering economy of

Iran and allow Iran the opportunity to become involved in global
trade, specifically in regard to oil,
creating even more profit for the
region. While the $150 billion
in sanctions relief has potential
benefits, given Iran’s history with
terrorist groups like Hezbollah,
Hamas, and the Islamic State,
more caution should have used
in giving the state of Iran such a
hefty deal.
In the Middle East, there is
a general mistrust of Iran given
their history with supporting terrorist groups and countries like
Israel are worried about how the
$150 billion in sanctions relief is
going to be used. There has been
much conversation about the possibility of Iran increasing its funding to the terrorist groups with
the $150 billion in sanctions relief
and the consequential profits
which would cause even greater
conflict in the region.
The increased threat to the

I think the reason that the connection between Palestine and
King was accepted was that it fits
easily into the liberal paradigm
and a commonly-held oversimplification of what intersectionality
is.
I am not saying Davis cannot
say what she wants to say. I am
not even saying her ideas were
wrong. I am also not claiming that
King’s extreme pro-Israel sentiments justify Israeli actions in the
West Bank or Gaza. What I am asking is whether the connection that
Davis made and the one that many
people make is an honest one. I
am also saying that this dishonesty may lead people to form an
inaccurate basis for their position
on the conflict.
To show the drastic difference
between Davis’s ideology on the
conflict and that of King, take
these two quotes as examples.
In 1968, King said at Harvard
University that “when people criticize Zionists, they mean Jews. You
are talking anti-Semitism.” This
idea that criticizing Zionism is
anti-Semitic is a main facet of the
extreme pro-Israel camp. Israel’s
advocates often discredit criticism
of Israel as being anti-Semitic.
Davis said at a public talk in
Cape Town in 2014—and elsewhere—that “Zionism is racism.”
This idea is also radical, and I
think King would say it is inherently anti-Semitic. This notion of
Zionism as racist ideology is one
of the main issues many protest
groups raise when they organize
against the Jewish state.
In my opinion, Davis should
have acknowledged the disconnect between her beliefs and
those of King. Those who are not
informed about King’s pro-Israel

beliefs likely walked away from
that talk believing that King was
anti-Israel or for the demilitarization of Israel when he certainly
was not. Even in this very publication, in the article covering the
event, it was claimed that “she
spoke on the work of King and
how it relates to current struggles—both at home in the United
States and in the struggle for
answers in Palestine. In doing so,
Davis highlighted King’s lesserknown ideas on seemingly contemporary issues.”
We need to be honest about
our history and acknowledge it
even if it is problematic. This kind
of revisionist thinking is what
leads to an uninformed electorate.
Just 10 days before King
was assassinated, he spoke at
a convention of the Rabbinical
Assembly. At this convention, he
said that “we must stand with all
our might to protect its [Israel’s]
right to exist, its territorial integrity.” A demilitarized Israel, then
and now, is a non-existent Israel in
my opinion. I find the occupation
abhorrent and think that Israel
must end its many unfair and illicit policies and programs. So while
I do not agree with everything
that Davis said, I do agree with her
in many ways.
Famous figures like King,
Mohandas Gandhi and Mother
Theresa have, especially recently, been re-examined by modern
academics for their conduct and
beliefs. Davis should have engaged
with this history, not ignored it.
Davis is an inspirational figure,
and I truly enjoyed her speech.
However, she should have followed the lead of Amos and criticized everyone, especially those
who are hard to criticize.

Revisiting Angela Davis:
Right Side, Wrong History
Jonathan Rubin
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

On Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
the Fox Cities community gathered in Lawrence University’s
Memorial Chapel to commemorate King’s legacy and to celebrate
those in the community who continue his struggle.
The keynote speaker Angela
Davis gave an impassioned speech
about King, social justice, prison abolition and the police state
in the United States, and how it
relates to the Israeli-Palestinian
tragedy. This connection, however, is historically inaccurate. She
ended her speech by quoting the
prophet Amos, who is known for
rebuking not just the surrounding
kingdoms for immorality, but also
for rebuking faithful Israelites for
not practicing what they preached.
After the benediction, the whole
community joined together in the
famous civil rights anthem, “We
Shall Overcome.”
As a Jew and someone who
likes to stay informed, I often
think and read about the IsraeliPalestinian conflict. One thing that
many—mostly older—pro-Israel
Jews like to point out is how proIsrael King was.
This knowledge raised a question for me: Is it academically honest to link King’s legacy with the
Palestinian liberation movement?
Some may say that Davis was just
expressing her ideas and that she
never claimed to be speaking for
King. However, if she had claimed
that violent resistance was part of
King’s legacy, the audience would
definitely have questioned those
sentiments. So why was it OK to
misattribute Palestinian solidarity
to King?

region is credible given Iran’s
relationship with terrorist organizations and may cause the
Middle East to increase security
measures to counter the threat.
Many fear that Iran’s deal with
the United States could trigger an
arms race throughout the region
much like the Cold War. The possibility of an arms race may likely
be the case, given that the United
States agreed to the possibly of
sanctions for arms being lifted in
five years and ballistic missiles
in eight years should Iran comply
with the deal. Again, removing
such sanction on weapons seems
unwise given Iran’s prior cooperation with terrorist groups.
The United States-Iran nuclear deal poses many hypothetical threats that need to be taken
seriously and monitored closely.
The United States lifted massive
economic sanctions in exchange
for Iran’s promise to reduce their
nuclear efforts. To be clear, while
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the deal puts heavy restrictions
on nuclear development, the deal
by no means eliminates Iran’s
ability to create nuclear weapons.
Further, the deal lasts for up to
15 years, by which time Iran will
have gained billions more to put
toward their nuclear development
and research.
In other words, the deal’s success largely lies with Iran’s compliance with the deal. The region’s
future stability, perhaps even
international stability, rests in the
hands of a mistrusted state with a
desire to develop nuclear weapons. And while the consequences
are yet to be known, it would have
better served the United States
and even the Middle East had the
United States taken more caution
and time when approaching a deal
with Iran given the implications
the deal might have on terrorist activity and overall regional
stability.
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What is the biggest change that you would like to
see our new LUCC executives make?

EDITORIAL
POLICY:

EDITORIAL BOARD

Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
which appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s editorial board.
Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.
—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.

“I want to see them push for
more freedom in student housing
and food options.”
—Michelle Ning

“I would like to be more informed
about the changes they can
make!”
—Shane Farrell

“I’d love to see more involvement
by LUCC [representatives] to get
people to go to campus events
via social media.”
—Keanan Wilson

—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline
—Letters to the editor will be
edited for for clarity, decency
and grammar.
—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 350 words.

“Better meal plans, better food
and more parties.”
—Nijesh Upreti

THE

“I would like for LUCC to provide
more events and resources for
transfer students, such as our
own CORE group.”
—Liana Januss

“I’d like to see Max take steps
to fix the potentially disastrous
housing crisis.”
—Colin Wolfe
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has opened applications for next year’s
Editorial Board. We are now hiring:
News Editors
Variety Editor
Sports Editor
Features Editor

A&E Editor
Op-Ed Editor
Photo Editor
Copy Editors

Managing Editor
Marketing Manager
Distribution Manager
Web Manager

For all applications, visit www.lawrentian.com/apply.

